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VI. An Obfervation of extraordinary Warmth
of the Air in January 1741~2. communie
cated in a Letter from the Rev? My, H.
Miles to Mr. John Eames, F. R. S.

Tooting, Surry, Fam. 20. 1741-2.
‘f"”"_ Jan. 21, Y Mercurial Thermometer abroad,
1742 was laft Night, at 10 o’Clock, 20
Degrees above the freezing Point ; which is higher than
it was fixteen Mornings of the one-and-thirty in
May laft, and higher than in any Morning in Apri,
one cxcepted.

VIL. Zhe Defiription and Ufes of the Steel-
yard Balance Swing, invented and made by
My. Timothy Sheldrake.

fwi_lzm- 21, AS a beautiful and regular Form of

41 . Body renders a Perfon agreeable 3
fo, on the contrary, Deformity of Body not only
produces Weaknefs, but fometimes is the Caufc of
Ridicule amongft fuch unthinking People as will not
xemember, That it is He that made us, and not we
ourfedves.

For the foregoing Reafons, and to prevent fuch
bad Confequences as the above-mentioned, it would
be much to the Advantage of crooked Perfons, if any
Mcthod could be found for giving them any Help,
by endeavouring to regain the original Symmetry of
Pagts, which, by its Commonnefs, is not fufficiently
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elteem’d, though jufltly valued by fuch as Crooked-
nefs has unhappily deprived thercof.

Where Crookednefs is caufed by bad Accidents, as
Falls, breaking of Bones, ot any fuch Caufes, attended
with Neglet; there it is to be feared no Help can
be given. But where a Dcformity of Body is owing
to fome Defect of Health, ill Habit of Body, or fome
internal Caufe, I hope it is in the Power of Art and
Care to prevent growing worfe; or with good Care
and Endeavours, to recover intirely : For doing which,
I hope, this Sreel-yard Swing, now laid before this
Honourable Socrery, will be thought an ufeful
Invention for doing fuch. Service to crooked Perfons,
whofe Bones are tender, and capable of having their
Form a little alter'd.

The Body, as it is compofed of Bones with Joits,
cover'd with Mufcles, &¢. for moving the Body, as
Neceflity requires, fo if any of thefe Mufcles that
are of Ule for bending the Body forward, backward,
downward, or raifing it upward, or for turaing Part
of the Body to the Right or Left Side, have by Iil--
nefs, want of proper Nourithment flowing fo freely
to one Side asthe other, a carelefs way of Sitting or
Lying, beea contratted on one Side of the Body,
by which the Bones are braced clofer together than
Nature intended ; in this Cafe, the Hip generally
rifes, the Shoulder on the fame Side falls lower's the
great Support of the Body, the Vertebre of the Back,
are alter’d from their natural Uprightnefs to a Curve,
and the other Side extended to too.great a Length:
Thus the Vjftera are prefled too clofe on the con-
tracted Side, and probably hindered: from perform-
ing their due Office; whilt on the contrary Skixdei;
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which is extended beyond its true Bounds, there is
too much Room for them, that may give too large
a Growth to them, or render them too lax and
weak. From this united ill State of the FVifeera it
is poflible that crooked Perfons are generally un-
healthy.

For removing this diftorted Form, and recovering a
better, this Szeelyard Swing is propofed, as a me-
chanical Method, for ftretching the contrated Side,
and giving Liberty to the too-much extended Side to
contraét ; that the Sides may thereby be brought to
their original and regular Form, by fufpending the
crooked Perfon with Cords properly cover'd for Eafe,
and put under each Arm, and then placed at equal
Diftances from the Centre of the Beam. The Gravity
of the Body will, in great Probability, immediately
affe& the contra@ed Side of the Body, {o as to put the
Mufcles alittle upon the Stretch ; and if the Cord under
the Arm on the longeft Side: of the Body be remov'd
further from the Centre, the longeft Side will become
a Weight continually increafing, as the Point of
- Sufpenfion is remov’d further from the Point of Mo-
tion; by which means the fhorteft Side muft be
lengthen’d.  Thus the Pertebre of the Back will be
gradually brought from their irregular Form, to a per-
pendicular; and the Head, that probably lean’d too
. much to one Side, will rife upright.

The Child, or crooked Perfon; may hang fufpend-
ed much longer upon this Swing, than by the Head
in one of the Semicircular Swings, which cannot
extend the contraded Side in fuch manner as this
can, as will appear by the juft Obfervation of this
Inftrument. It may be neceffary to kecp the Arms
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down, by a fmall Bandage round the Body and Arms
a little above the Elbow.

By this Mcthod of fwinging a Child, its own
Weight mult confequently ftretch the contratted
Mufcles, &c. that draw the Shoulder and ‘Hip too
clofe together, and give Liberty to the Ribs to extend
themfelves to a greater Diftance from cach other;
and at that very Moment of Time, the too much
extended Side, by the Weight of the Body, will be
prefled clofer together ; and by daily increafing the
Time that the Perfon is upon the Swing, the defired
Effe@t may be produccd, an agreeable Form of Body
recovered, and a healthy Conftitution reftored, to the
Satisfaction of the Parents, and great Benefit of the
once crooked Perfon.

London, over-againft 1
Cetil-jz‘ree;in thes?rmd, Tlm' Shcldrakc.

Jan. 19.1741-2.

A BC, Isthe Steel-yard Balance-Swing.
D, One of the fquare iron Loops to which the
Cords are to be fix'd, and which Loops, one
on
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on each Arm of the Balance, arc moveable
from one Notch to another.

E, A Wecight, to be hung upon the Arm C at F,
to add to the Weight of the too-much ex-
tended Side, as Occafion requires.

VL. 4 Letter from Sir Tho. Moftyn, Bart,
to Roger Jones, M. D. FE.R.S. concerning
a golden Torques found in England.

SIR, Gloddeth, Dec. 27. 1741,
Read Jan. 28. Have reccived the Favour of your
174102 Letter, wherein you defire to be in-
formed of the Particulars of my Torgues. 1with I
were able to give you a better Account, but have
never {een nor heard of any Remarks made upon it,
or any Account where it was found, but I think it
was in this County. It is a Wreath of Gold, weigh-
ing, as near as I can judge, nine Ounces. I believe
it is without Alloy, being very pliable s it anfwers
exaltly Virgil's Delcription, o Fn.V. ss8 and 559.

Pars leves humero pharetras : it pectore fummo
Flexilis obtorti per collum circulus auri.

It being joined here with the Pharetra, and being
very proper for carrying a Quiver, inclines me to
think, that the Gauls, from whom the Romans took
it, ufed it for that Parpofe; but among the latter it
{fcems to have been worn as an Ornament, rather than
a thing of Ufe. There are feveral Paffages in the
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